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Prof. Dr. Ina Habermann has been Professor 
of English at Basel since September 2007. Her 
main fi elds of interest include Shakespeare 
and the early modern period, literature and fi lm 
in the interwar period and the Second World 
War, cultural and literary history and theory 
as well as gender studies, spatial studies, 
critical humanisms and the literary exploration 
of otherworldly spaces. She studied British 
Literature and Culture as well as Sociology in 
Frankfurt, Exeter and Munich and was a mem-
ber of the Munich graduate school Geschlech-
terdifferenz & Literatur. From 1998 to 2007, 
Ina Habermann was a lecturer in English and 
Cultural Studies at the University of Erlangen, 
Germany. She is the author of Staging Slander 
and Gender in Early Modern England (Ashga-
te 2003); and of Myth, Memory and the Midd-
lebrow: Priestley, du Maurier and the Symbolic 
Form of Englishness (Palgrave 2010).

Ina Habermann initiated the Centre of Compe-
tence Cultural Topographies. She is committed 
to the integration of teaching and research, 
and her current research projects deal with 
British literary and cultural discourses of 
Europe, including Brexit,  and the exploration 
of relations between Switzerland and Britain 
in the 17th and 18th centuries in a context of 
Anglo-European Studies.



Literature for Future
Nature Writing, Ecocriticism and Ecopoetry

– Suppose as a last ditch, we gathered
empty-handed at the town‘s edge and called
each bird by name, might we yet prevail
upon wren, water rail, tiny anointed goldcrest
to remain within our sentience in this,
the only world? 

(Kathleen Jamie, „Flight of Birds“)

Climate change and the destruction 
of the environment is one of the 
greatest challenges of our time, now 
often called the ‚Anthropocene‘. While 
ecocriticism debates the cultural and 
political implications of this challenge, 
various forms of literature, such as 
nature writing and ecopoetry, explore 
the ethical and aesthetic dimensions of 
human beings‘ place in the world, our 
impact on the natural environment, and 
our relationship with other forms of life. 

This course is designed to update 
teachers on a vibrant and fascinating 
field that is also of special interest to 
(very) young people. Ecological writing 
is a buoyant phenomenon that looks 
back to Romanticism as a response to 
the industrial revolution, even as it tries 
to come to terms with the present and 
help shape and imagine the future. 

After a concise summary of the 
theoretical state of the art, we will read 

and discuss essays and poems. The 
emphasis will be on British literature. 

Participants will receive a reading 
list and materials (PowerPoint-
presentations with background 
information, annotated primary texts) 
that they should be able to use in 
the classroom. They will have the 
opportunity to brush up their theory, 
meet colleagues, compare notes on 
their own practice and get new energy 
and inspiration.

For teachers with heavy time 
constraints, we offer a shortened 
afternoon version of the seminar where 
the emphasis is on input and more 
condensed information. The  
full seminar will of course provide 
more room for discussion of theoretical 
issues, selected primary material, 
and classroom implementation. The 
preparation time (preliminary reading) 
should be about six hours.
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Department of English (Department of Languages and  
Literatures / Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences)

Secondary school / gymnasium teachers of English

Full seminar: 

● Friday,     29.10.2021, 14.00-19.00  
   (+ facultative get-together) and
● Saturday, 30.10.2021, 9.00-13.00
 
Afternoon: 
● Thursday, 21.10.21,    16.00-19.30 
   or 
● Friday,     22.10.21,     16.00-19.30
 
For groups, an afternoon can also be booked by arrangement

Department of English, University of Basel 
Nadelberg 6, 4051 Basel

Full seminar:  CHF 300 
Afternoon  CHF 150
Water and coffee / tea provided

ina.habermann@unibas.ch / info@advancedstudies.ch
Do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions!

https://advancedstudies.unibas.ch/studienangebot/kurs/litera-
ture-for-future-292072

19.09.2021 
Please register early to secure a place 

Participants will receive a certificate of participation  
from the university‘s Advanced Studies Centre.
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